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could endure but a short time. We must often
remind ourselves that the flight of news from
kingdom to kingdom or from land to land was
exceedingly rapid in the ancient Orient. King-
doms were not separated by miles of territory over
which no sound was heard, and across which no
rumor came flying on the wings of the wind.
Necho knew of the sorry plight of the last As-
syrian king. This was surely his opportunity to
regain not merely all Palestine and Assyria, but
even perhaps the great plains to the Euphrates
which had once been Hittite. In 609, or perhaps
in 608, he left Egypt, with an army, determined
to press on to Assyria to participate in the first
distribution of booty, confident that on his return
he could readily reduce to subjection any Syrian
or Palestinian prince who might think it safe to
rebel against possible Egyptian tyranny, when re-
lieved of the long-time oppression of Assyria.

Necho marched by land, and the city of Gaza,
which was first approached, offered some resist-
ance. It was, however, speedily taken, and Necho
went on. No further opposition was made to his
advance until he tnrned from the coast into the
plain of Esdraelon. Nineveh had not yet fallen,
but it was long since the great city had disturbed
the west. The Syrophoenician cities were, and had
been, practically independent. They were, how-
ever, too dispirited to offer battle to any new con-
queror who appeared, hoping to suffer less through
oppression when they blindly yielded than they